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Avoiding the mistakes of the past to build a resilient, inclusive future 
aligned with the 1.5°C target.  

The interconnectedness of modern economies also creates new systemic risks. 
A disruption in the supply chain in one region can trigger cascading effects 
globally within days, as was evidenced during the pandemic. This represents a 
qualitative shift in how economic shocks propagate. 

After the pandemic, experts adopted a new economic perspective, based on 
access to a vast amount of information. However, this increase in information 
also gave rise to misinformation. Therefore, it is necessary for us to be agents 
of economic transformation to ensure that no one is left behind. 

While human nature and certain market dynamics remain constant, the global 
coordination challenges we face, driven by technologies such as artificial  



intelligence, suggest that we are in genuinely uncharted economic territory, 
even if we are repeating some ancestral patterns. Therefore, we must focus on 
how we transform economies, including the green economy, which integrates 
economic, social, environmental, and governance dimensions. 

At the global level, economies are in a situation where “future” changes are 
promised without concrete actions in the present. Despite political discourse, 
current policies are not delivering results. We see how national leaders, both 
from government and opposition, repeat the same solutions with different 
words, yet the problems persist. 

Post Pandemic Realities 
After the pandemic, poverty and unemployment have worsened. Climate 
change is intensifying, and at the outset of COP30, the same actors repeat 
their speeches, yet economies remain stagnant. What improves in one place 
deteriorates in another, highlighting the lack of a coherent and sustainable 
global strategy. 

The gap between political promises and economic reality is becoming 
increasingly evident. Despite international commitments, such as the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), many countries are falling behind. The 
lack of implementation of effective policies is due to several factors, including 
the prioritization of short-term interests, the absence of political will, and 
insufficient investment in key sectors such as education, health, and 
affordable and clean energy. Challenges such as climate change, poverty, and 
unemployment cannot be solved in isolation. Greater cooperation is needed 
among countries, international organizations, and the private sector. Policies 
must be designed to generate a direct impact on people’s lives, promoting the 
creation of decent jobs, reducing inequality, and fostering innovation. 



 

It is essential that economic growth be decoupled from environmental 
degradation. The transition toward a green economy and the optimization of 
resources represents an opportunity to generate new jobs and enhance 
competitiveness. Leaders must be held accountable for their actions, and 
promises must be verifiable. Citizens and civil society must play an active role 
in monitoring the implementation of policies. 
 
Moving to an intermediate level with concrete but limited actions demonstrate 
a lack of commitment and sustainable understanding. We attempt to solve 
problems as quickly as possible, skipping crucial steps, yet words are carried 
away by the wind. The lack of collaborative work at the international, national, 
and local levels is evident. This raises the question of whether current experts 
truly have the capacity to transform economies, or if their learning has 
stagnated. Although artificial intelligence expands our knowledge, it also 
produces errors that must be corrected in the process. 
 

 
 
 
From Rhetoric to Action 
In a world that demands change in order to reach the 1.5°C target, it is crucial 
to move from rhetoric to action. Instead of seeking quick fixes, we must build 
solid and lasting progress. This requires aligning economic policies with 
environmental and social objectives, while promoting resilience and equity. 
Global challenges such as climate change and inequality cannot be addressed 
by a single entity. Collaboration among governments, the private sector, civil 
society, and academia is indispensable to create comprehensive solutions. 
Artificial intelligence can be a powerful tool to analyze data, identify patterns, 
and accelerate decision-making. However, its use must be ethical, ensuring 
that biases are not perpetuated and that the benefits of technology are shared 
equitably. 
 



 

At the highest level, solutions must empower others. It is crucial that curricula 
be continuously transformed rather than stagnating, as sound decisions are 
scarce. We continue to witness deforestation and oil spills, problems that have 
persisted for many years. Despite the presence of professionals with advanced 
qualifications (diplomas, master’s degrees, doctorates), long-standing errors 
remain unresolved. Data is available, yet the knowledge to generate 
sustainable solutions is limited. Education, starting from schools, must be a 
fundamental pillar in this transformation, since universities alone are not 
enough. 
 
We need learning that goes beyond theory and focuses on the practical 
application of sustainable solutions. Study programs must be flexible and 
adapt to global challenges and beyond, such as climate change and social 
inequality. This requires integrating sustainability, ethics, and innovation from 
an early age. It is essential to move from memorization to the resolution of 
real-world problems. This can be achieved through collaborative projects, case 
studies, and community-based practices that allow students to understand the 
complexity of issues and develop viable solutions. 
 

 
 
Experienced professionals and young students must work together. This 
collaboration allows accumulated knowledge to be combined with new 
perspectives and innovative approaches, which can accelerate the 
development of sustainable solutions. 
 
True sustainable innovators seek solutions that minimize systemic risks. 
Creating ten new problems in the process is neither a solution nor an 
innovation; it is irresponsibility disguised as progress. Economies must be 
transformed, as resources are becoming increasingly scarce. The circular 
economy has yet to focus on generating more jobs, largely due to a lack of 
deep understanding. We continue to discard products that could have a 
second life through sustainable processes, which would help protect the 
environment. 
 



 

Education for Change 
To find solutions to these 
unresolved issues, collaborative 
work among schools, universities, 
and businesses is essential. The 
goal is to discover how to return 
to the planet what we have 
wrongly taken away, whether due 
to poor processing or inadequate 
use. Products should be designed 
from the outset to be durable, 
easy to repair, and, at the end of 
their life cycle, made of materials 
that can be readily reused. 
Companies can cooperate so that 
the waste of one becomes the raw 
materials of another, to close 
production cycles. 
 
The transformation toward a truly sustainable economy requires a shift in 
mindset across all sectors, from education to production. It is not only about 
implementing green technologies or increasing recycling; it is about 
fundamentally rethinking how we generate value, use resources, and measure 
success. 
 
For this transformation to take place, the education system must be the first 
pillar to change. Current curricula, often fragmented and focused on 
theoretical knowledge, must evolve toward holistic, systemic, and critical 
learning, based on sustainable projects. This means that students, from an 
early age, must be exposed to the interconnectedness of global challenges 
such as climate change, poverty, and inequality. 

 
In production, the shift in mindset implies going beyond the circular economy, 
which often focuses only on recycling. The real change lies in adopting the 
concept of regenerative design, where products are created not only to 
minimize harm but also to restore and regenerate natural systems. 
 
Transformation cannot occur in silos. Collaboration between the private sector, 
government, academia, and civil society is essential. Businesses can contribute 
their technical expertise, universities can provide cutting-edge research, 
governments can create regulatory frameworks that incentivize sustainability, 
and civil society can ensure that the transition is just and equitable for all. 
 



Current curricula fail because they lack a logical sequence. We are in a 
circular economy where only 10% is recycled globally, and yet we aim to move 
toward a green economy, which is much more complex and requires holistic, 
systemic, and critical thinking. Moreover, we are missing the connection with 
the blue economy, which is also interconnected. The 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda and their indicators show that 
many countries will not achieve them. This demonstrates that the knowledge 
economy has fallen behind due to stagnant learning. In practice, policies are 
labeled as “sustainable” or “green,” but without a clear understanding of the 
foundations. There is an attempt to reach the end without having understood 
the beginning. Learning must be for all, to leave no one behind. A solution may 
have benefits in some economies, but its implementation process could be 
harmful to others, which is why a thorough analysis of each step is required. 

Seeing the Big Picture 
From a holistic vision to a limited approach, the situation is similar to that of a 
drone scanning an entire area, observing all the details from an elevated 
perspective. Those of us on the ground cannot see with the same ease. We lack 
an integral vision that considers the interconnections among the different types 
of economies (circular, green, blue) and how they affect one another. We must 
review educational curricula to focus on systems thinking and problem-solving, 
connecting concepts from the beginning to the end of the value chain. We need 
to foster local, national, and international collaboration to create spaces where 
experts from different fields (scientists, economists, community leaders) can 
work together to analyze solutions from multiple perspectives. To assess 
impacts, before implementing a solution, it is necessary to evaluate its potential 
effects on all parties, ensuring that the benefit for some does not translate into 
harm for others. 
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