h Supporting
i Legislation

Competencies
and Outcomes

Module 4: Supporting Legislation

Description: The process for creating, vetting and voting bills into law is
an iterative process that includes the opportunity for citizens to inform
outcomes each step along the way. Understanding and influencing this
process is critical to effective advocacy. In this module you will drill down
into each step in the life cycle of a bill and devise strategies for
supporting and opposing legislation that will impact public education,
from the legislative process itself, to effectively working with legislators,
and advocacy that gets results.

Published: July 19, 2025

Competencies
This module aligns with the following NEA Leadership Competencies:

Advocacy

Utilizes best practices in advocacy and political efforts

Leads public education policy reform

Acts as a political advocate

Makes strategic plans that are data driven and uses analysis and metrics

to achieve key advocacy and political goals

Communication

Develops individual communication approach and style to fit appropriate
audience

Acts as an effective speaker

Effectively uses current media (print, broadcast, online, social media) to
communicate

Governance and Leadership
Establishes and maintains collaborative and effective relationships
Sets strategic objectives to guide long-term goals and priorities

Leading our Professions

Supports professional excellence and builds capacity for continual
improvement and learning to ensure the success of all students
Advocates for policies and strategies that positively impact our
professions and the learning of all students

Social and Emotional Intelligence
Understand the perspectives of and empathize with others, including
those from diverse backgrounds, cultures, and contexts
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Earning Criteria

Earning this badge indicates that the learner completed Module 4:
Supporting Legislation of The Worthy Educator EDInfluencer Advocacy
Microcredential and is certified to have the understandings, skills and
dispositions to successfully serve as an advocate for the education
profession.

Evidence

The learner was assessed on advocacy core competencies through
self-assessment and reflection on thirteen activities verifying the role of
the educator as an influencer and advocate for what is best for children
and for the profession in a democratic society.

Earning Criteria
Recipients must complete the earning criteria to earn this badge:

1. Writing a one-to-three paragraph response to a proposed piece of
legislation, indicating why they are in support or opposition to it.

2. Considering the Steps for a Successful Lobby Day, outlining a day
for a current bill, their role, who else they will involve, and which
legislators they will visit.

3. Identifying a need in education that is not yet being addressed in
the 119th Congress and proposing an original piece of legislation
that addresses that need, keeping in mind the current state of
federal and state agencies administering funding, policies and
programs that impact local schools.

4. Selecting a current or recent piece of legislation that affects their
classroom and explaining how it impacts their students, and how
they can continue to advocate for the need it intends to address.

Evidence is verified and approved by authorized leaders of The Worthy
Educator to ensure the integrity and quality of these requirements are

met.

Skills
Recipients of this badge demonstrate these skills:

Researching proposed legislation and its current status
Matching identified needs in public education to federal legislation

Planning advocacy strategies in support or opposition to current bills
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Alignment
This badge is aligned with the Leadership Competencies of the National
Education Association.

Pathways
This module supports these educator advocacy pathways:

Professional Development and Skill-Building

Direct Instruction: learning education policy and advocacy can equip
educators with the knowledge and skills to effectively advocate for
change says jobsineducation.com.

Advocacy Training: learning about the legislative process, how to
communicate their message effectively, and how to build relationships
with policymakers.

Building Relationships and Coalitions

Stakeholder Communication: effective communication with parents,
community members, and other stakeholders to build support for
advocacy efforts.

Amplifying Voices and Sharing Stories

Personal Narratives: sharing stories to help decision-makers understand
the impact of policies and practices on students and educators.
Research: using data to support advocacy for positions, policies and
legislation.

Direct Engagement with Decision-Makers
Legislators: contact state and federal representatives to express their
views on education-related legislation.

Focusing on Specific Issues

Identify Key Issues: adopt positions on specific issues to advocate for
policies and practices that support optimal outcomes for public
education and the students it serves.

Develop a Clear Message: crafting concise messaging that resonates
with stakeholders and influences decisionmakers.

Advocate for Change: make direct communication with decision-makers,
create public awareness, and engage the community in support for what
is best for children.

Resources

American Civil Liberties Union: Meeting With Your Elected
Representatives. Published October 29, 2024
https://www.aclu.org/meeting-your-elected-representatives
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https://www.nea.org/professional-excellence/leadership-development/leadership-competencies
https://www.nea.org/
https://www.nea.org/

Animal Welfare Institute: How to Communicate Effectively with
Legislators. Accessed July 12, 2024
https://awionline.org/content/how-communicate-effectively-legislators

California State Senate Publications Office: The Legislative Process: A
Citizen’s Guide to Participation. Published March 13, 2023
https://www.senate.ca.gov/sites/senate.ca.gov/files/publications/legisla
tive_process_guide.pdf

Escobar, Veronica: Congress 101: How to Write a Bill [VIDEO 1:50]
Posted May 22, 2024
https://youtu.be/dzaRol2nisQ?si=-LrbRT4tcBjriCxs

Grounded Solutions Network: Advocacy Toolkit
Accessed July 13, 2025
https://groundedsolutions.org/resources/advocacy-tool-kit/

Immigrant Legal Resource Center: Toolkit: Legislative Advocacy
Published Auguste, 2024
https://www.ilrc.org/sites/default/files/2024-
08/Legislative%20Advocative%20Toolkit%20[English].pdf

Jewett, Lauren: How Educators Can Advocate for Legislation [VIDEO
10:50] Original content exclusively recorded for The Worthy Educator

Library of Congress: A Tutorial on the Legislative Process (9 short videos)
Accessed July 11, 2025
https://www.congress.gov/legislative-process

Library of Congress: Search the 199" Congress
Accessed July 11, 2025
https://www.congress.gov/help/find-bills-by-subject

United States House of Representatives: The House Explained: The
Legislative Process. Accessed July 11, 2025
https://www.house.gov/the-house-explained/the-legislative-process

Vaughn, Corey: 8 Winning Advocacy Strategies
Muster, Published February 28, 2024
https://www.muster.com/blog/advocacy-strategies

Wheelock College, Boston University: How Advocacy Works

Posted April 29, 2025
https://youtu.be/40KlJI24ax0g?si=-r_iUPRE71ITNK1q
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Zerbe,

Noah: Inside the US Congress [VIDEO 15:44]

Posted January 10, 2024
https://youtu.be/c6DV-ulvEjc?si=ulsFml8Vxd5h151_

Submission Guidelines & Evaluation Criteria
The following are submitted to the module discussion board for
engagement and evaluation:

© 2025 The Worthy Educator

Search and find a current bill going through the legislative process
and read its details using the search tool at Congress.gov.

Write a one-to-three paragraph response to the proposed
legislation, indicating why you are in support or opposition to its
passage.

Share your support or opposition on the social media platform of
your choice, and in our EDInfluencer Advocacy Microcredential
Incubator discussion group.

Consider Steps for a Successful Lobby Day and outline what a
lobby day on the bill you selected in Support or Opposition would
look like.

— Who should be involved?
— Whatrole do you take?
— What kind of t-shirts, hats or other swag would you wear?

— Which legislators do you schedule for advocacy visits that
day?

When you are satisfied with your outline, share it in our
EDInfluencer Advocacy Microcredential Incubator discussion

group.

Your What is a need in education thatis not yet being addressed
in the 119th Congress? Propose an original piece of legislation
that will address the current needs and best interests of public
education, in response to the current state of federal and state
agencies administering funding, policies and programs that
impact your local schools. Include these elements in your
proposed bill:

— Title that concisely states the bill's intent
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— Preamble providing the rationale for the bill

— Numbered sections that break down the bill point-by-point for
easy understanding

— Enactment Clause indicating when the bill will take effect if
passed that typically reads, "Be it enacted by the Senate and
House of Representatives of the United States of Americain
Congress assembled..." and

— The Body of the Bill containing the specific provisions and
changes to existing laws as well as any new regulations that
will be needed.

When itis complete, share it in our EDInfluencer Advocacy
Microcredential Incubator discussion group.

IV. Identify one current or recent education policy/legislation that
affects your classroom. Choose ONE way to submit:

Option 1: Written Note

Half-page note that lists:
Name of a law or policy that affects your classroom
2-3 ways it impacts your students or teaching
Where you learned about it

Option 2: Video Explanation

A 2-3 minute video where you:
Name and explain a policy affecting your classroom
Describe how it impacts your students
Share where you get your policy information

Option 3: Audio Description
A 2-3 minute audio recording describing:
An education policy affecting your work
How it impacts your students
How you stay informed about education policy

Option 4: Video Reflection

A 2-minute video where you:
Describe ONE action you took to support public education
Explain why you chose this action
Share what you learned
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Option 5: Audio Reflection
A 2-minute audio recording discussing:
A simple action you took to support education
Why you chose this approach
What you learned from doing it
How it might help your students

Share your ideas using the form of expression of your choice to
our EDInfluencer Advocacy Microcredential Incubator to share it
with likeminded Worthy Educators!

Rubric

Worthy Educator EDInfluencer Advocacy Microcredential Rubric

3 2 1
Criteria Qutstanding Adequate Needs Improvement
A compelbng introduction A clear introduction lzez first-person voice
(Grabs the reader's attention Addresses the reader direcily Succinctly states ideas
Relates personal perspective Prezent educator credentialz Felates perzonal opinion
Voice Appeals to siakehculde_r perspective _ h."lair_\tains @ consistent tone Leaves the reader wanfing more elaboration
(ffers perzonal experience and expertise Avoids blame and polarizing statementz
|Hilizes an inclusve, professional tone Smooth use of syntax and semantics
Elzvates the narrative on education
Caonfident expression of ideas
Clarity of the purpose of the piece Directly states premise Speaks on own behalf
Shows awareness of audience Shows audience awareness Strasghtforward presentation of ideas
Evidences expertise and credibility Logical flow of ideas |Inconvincing presentation
Persuasiveness Presents_snlid data and evidence Cites professional emerignae Didactic tone
|Izez logic and reasan Espouses personal pHodties
Appeals to emotion and experience Makes clear clozing statement

Makes the case effectively
Influences the reader to take action

Beginz with clear thesis statement Clean introducthan |Underdeveloped thesis
Effectve use of language Clear expression of ideas States thoughts in izolation
|dzas are logically sequenced Well-developed structurs Meets minimum requirements of assignment
Builds to a call to action Documents references cited Technical errors
o izati Creates a satisfying conclusion Technically consistent

rganization Documents references cited Clean formatting
Adhersnce to technical conventions
{Clean formatting
High interest topic Knowledgeable on the topic Surface-level treatment of ideas
Felevant to current issues in education References current events |Uzes lists rather than sentences
‘iable treatment of the topic Appeals to popular sentiment Promotes personal agenda

Substa Feferences reliable sources (Cites personal aspirations Lacks connection to futurs

ubstance Indicates desired course of action Cutlinez options for action
Enlists the suppart of stakeholders Brings discussion to satsfing conclusion
Cutlings next steps
Describes desired outcoms
Makes the caze for future neads Makes the caze for change Deschbas cureent circumstances
Universally relevant message Connects with the readar Azks questons without providing answers
Explains what is at stake Spegks in the present tense Feactive rather than proactive
Visi Outlinez conseguences of inaction Deschbes possibilites Unclear next steps
Ision Paints a credible picture Inzpires hope and aspiraton

Provides clarity and detail Invites others to join in the vision

Builds a bridge from the present
Invites others to help build out the vizion
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